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Synopsis
History of the first British colony in the West Indies.
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Customer Reviews

Epigram from Vince Hubbard’'s Foreword by Captain Southey:"The history of the West Indies
presents little more than a melancholy series of calamities and crimes." Chronological History of the
West Indies, Vol. lll.I had hoped to meet Mr. Hubbard during my last trip to Nevis in 2004, having
loved his first book, Swords, Ships, and Sugar, and wanting to find out geneaological information
from this gent who was described to me as "a walking encyclopedia” by an innkeeper on Nevis. The
office of the inn, which 200 years ago concerned itself with administrative/accounting tasks related
to sugar cane sales/production, contained this book for sale which was published during the
intervening years of my first trip to Nevis in 2001. (St. Kitts and Nevis are separated by only two
miles of water.) In the foreword of this book, Hubbard explains that the first Europeans came in
1623, sugar cane came to St. Kitts in 1643, the first caribbean island to receive it.l enjoyed this book
as much as Hubbard’s History of Nevis. Found myself laughing out loud on the airplane reading
about some unruly pirates who wooed and wed some 'timid orphans’ from Paris whose previous
occupation was prostitution. The scheme was masterminded by the French hoping that the
troublesome pirates would settle down. In Hubbard’s retelling he includes the marriage oaths: "l take
thee without knowing or caring to know, whom thou art.....| do not desire thee to give me an account

of thy past conduct.....| acquit thee of what is past [then striking his hand on the barrel of his pistol]



Hubbard.
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